Every piece of jewelry has a story. We think that story starts when the item is purchased
from the case and worn for years. But how did that jewelry get in the case, and who gave
their love to mine it, build it, and create it? Jewelry is made of organic gifts from our
planet, and the care in which we treat these minerals should be as special as the meaning
behind why we wear it.

The Documentary Sharing the Rough shows that journey, and the Sharing the Rough
Jewelry Line by Parle now gives you, the sales associate, the ability to tell a story to the
customer during point of sale. Knowing where the gems come from is important. These
gems are responsibly mined and sourced. Giving back to the community is important.
For each purchase a portion of the sale from both Parle & the retailer will go directly to
the families of the mining community of your exact gemstone. And the jewelry is made
by a family just like yours in Pocatello, Idaho.

The reason behind this partnership between STR and Parle is to give you the ability to
share in the journey and creation of the piece of jewelry that you are passing on from the
case, to the consumer. Everything about the line mirrors the film, from where the gems
come from, to the hand carving of each piece, to the donations made to the schools and
children of The Devon Foundation.

Parle and STR have partnered to bring you a beautifully designed, responsibly sourced,
handcrafted jewelry line that shares the passion and love of why someone is buying a
piece of jewelry in the first place.

In keeping with the film, all of the gemstones are mined by hand, 100% completely
natural, and come from the same region as the mines in the film.
All of the jewelry is designed by Brecken Farnsworth, Co-Owner of Parle, and the
gems are purchased directly from the source by the Farnsworth family.
All the STR pieces are MADE IN THE USA, in Pocatello, Utah.
Most of the gemstones (approximately 95%) in the STR line are garnets. There are a few
exceptions where you will find tourmalines, but those will mostly be in the one of-akind pieces.
Types of Garnets used:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grape (royal deep purple)
Mandarin (bright intense orange)
Mint (light minty slightly bluish green)
Tzavorite (vivid royal green)
Rhodolite (red with a hint of purple)
Lotus (orangish pink)

Garnets have a higher birefringence (the difference between the high and low refractive
index) than Quartz, which gives it a little bit more light dispersion. The grape garnet for
example will have deeper royal purple look than Amethyst.
All of the rough stones have only been “tumbled”, meaning they came out of the ground
as they are, and were only put in a tumbler to give them a high polish.
All of the gems including both rough and faceted are 100% completely natural without
any treatments. That means no color or clarity enhancements, heat treatments, dyes, or
anything artificial.
The gems were mined in East Africa, mainly Southern Kenya and Northern Tanzania, the
same area as shown in the film. Not necessarily the exact mines, although it’s possible,
and for sure from the mines directly surrounding the ones filmed.
Their isn’t any type of certification but you can be assured that the production line is
short, going from the miners themselves directly to a representative that is commissioned
by Parle.
All of the gems are mined by hand as shown in the film, without any type of heavy
machinery or mass mining production like diamonds.
Parle AND the retailer each donate a portion of each sale to the Devon Foundation.

The measure of someone’s goodness is his or her willingness to give back.
At Parle, we believe companies have a corporate responsibility to improve the lives of
the people it affects. We found our cause right at the heart of our company and have
partnered with the Devon Foundation in hopes of educating and improving the lives of
those closest to the source.
The Devon Foundation is responsible for developing talent in our field by providing gemcutting scholarships to men and women in East Africa enabling them to earn a living in
the gem trade. The gemstones in our collection “Sharing The Rough” are directly
sourced from this area in Africa. We are inspired by the positive impact that Nancy
Schuring and the Devon Foundation are fostering within these communities.
Not only does the Devon Foundation help sponsor educational scholarships, it is solely
responsible for the Kitarini school lunch program which feeds over 500 young Maasai
boys and girls, providing 10,000 meals a month. Not only has this increased school
enrollment, it has improved the educational advancement of each of these children.
For us, this is remarkable. We feel as if we are able to positively influence a society of
children and workers a world away just by doing what we love. This program and our
new collection are interwoven, sharing a platform to speak on behalf of the beauty and
strength of both people and gemstone. While we know not all students will grow up to
be gemologists, miners, or stone-cutters, we believe it is important to not only improve
the lives of the hands our stones touch, but even the shoulders they brush past. This is
why we appreciate the reach of the Devon Foundation in its efforts to give back to the
field, and to the community where our gemstones are unsurfaced.
Our Parle promise is to donate a percentage of proceeds from our “Sharing The Rough”
jewelry collection, and we ask that our retailers do the same. We know we work with
great jewelers that are like-minded in giving back, and hope that with their donations
and ours, we can continue to improve the lives of others.
You can find more information about
The Devon Foundation at
devonfoundation.com

